January 8, 2017
Parenting Paybacks

Genesis 37 

· Joseph was the 2nd youngest of the sons of Jacob, born to his favorite wife Rachel. How did Jacob stoke the hatred of the other sons toward Joseph? (Genesis 32:7-8; 33:1-3; 37:3-4)
· List all the things that you can quickly find from the story of Jacob that came to fruition in this episode. (Genesis 27-35)

· How did Joseph make things worse for himself in Genesis 37? Compare Joseph here with David working for Saul after being anointed the next king at about the same age. (1 Samuel 16:1-2, 13-18; 17:13-14, 17-18, 28-29) How did God use Joseph’s time as a slave and David’s time with Saul to prepare them?
· Reuben and Jacob, sons of Leah tried to rescue Joseph son of Rachel. How hard were the hearts of the maidservant’s sons (v. 2, 23-25) that they ate the food Joseph brought while he was in the pit and then sold him?...and then they comforted their father’s grief over the loss of his son. (vv. 31-35)
· Many of the dynamics of these ancient tribal (multiple wives) families appear in our modern blended families. Most of us are affected by that in some way. What have you seen, experienced, or done that created these kind of dysfunctional behaviors?
· Scripture says, “Love covers a multitude of sins.” How has Jesus made that truth a lifesaver in your family? 
· How does the Bible describe the balance of parenting? (Ephesians 6:1-4; Luke 2:42-43, 46-52)

