When the Dust Settles
Hebrews 11
· Abraham shows up several times in Hebrews. (6:13f, 7:1f, 11:8f) How much of our Bible did he know or understand? What was his faith based on?
· What is the deepest life commitment any of us has ever made (and kept) for God? Does it even approach what Abraham and Noah did? Why might the answer be opposite of our intuition? Read Matt 11:11.
· God uses his servants to bring justice into the world. Discuss the different ways this happens in the stories listed in vv. 23-31.

· How is God’s justice being stored up for the world through believers? (John 3:16-21; Hebrews 11:7b)

· Has your insistence on doing the right thing ever caused trouble? What is the difference between bringing unwanted justice and making yourself feel better? (Colossians 2:16-23)

· Vv. 39-40 says that in some way we complete the work of the Ancient Heroes of Faith. Why does that make them greater still and make our responsibility greater?

· Contrast this powerful role we are to have in God’s history with the weak, faded notion of “goin’ ta church”.

· The stories in Hebrews 11 are shortened a lot from the Old Testament. Imagine what the summary—the boiled down paragraph—of your faith story might look like when the dust settles. What might it say?

